Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome in children.
Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome is a presynaptic disorder of neuromuscular transmission. It is characterized by muscle weakness, hyporeflexia, and autonomic dysfunction. It is most often associated with small cell carcinomas of the lung. Rare cases have been reported in children. We recently encountered two children with Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome associated with antibodies to P/Q-type calcium channel but without evidence of neoplasms. Both patients showed prolonged and significant improvement following cyclosporin treatment. The diagnosis of Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome should be considered in children with progressive weakness and a negative work-up for the usual causes. High-frequency repetitive nerve stimulation and P/Q-type calcium-channel antibodies may confirm the diagnosis.